Pacific Coast Conference on Asphalt Specifications
5207 Minter Field Avenue, Shafter, California  93263  Ph: (661) 393-2748  Fax: (661) 393-2804
	


PCCAS Structure, Operation, & Accomplishments
ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE
1956 to Present
The Pacific Coast Conference on Asphalt Specifications was first established in 1956 with the First Conference held January 25-27. 1956. Since that time, Conferences have usually been held on a bi-annual basis, with but few exceptions where a Conference was scheduled annually because of a pressing matter. For the past few years, with the advent of the SHRP Research Program, it has proven prudent to schedule Conferences annually, with the intent that once the results of the SHRP research coupled with the completed validation of its recommendations, the frequency of Conferences may revert to the bi-annual basis.

A conference Moderator has been selected to guide and control each Conference as per the pre-established Conference Agenda. Mr. L. E. Santucci, University of California - Berkeley Research Center will become the fourth Moderator of the Conference since its inception, following Messrs. B. A. Vallerga, H. E. Davis and C. L. Monismith.

A Secretary has been appointed to ensure that all preparations have been complete, that proper invitations have been extended, and that the Minutes of each Conference are fully recorded and distributed. Up until the Eighteenth Conference in 1983, the Secretary was furnished by the Pacific Coast Division of the Asphalt Institute. Messrs. B. A. Vallerga, Vaughn Marker and Jack Pearring, all Division Managing Engineers of the Asphalt Institute, served in that capacity, except for the Eighth Conference in 1969 which was recorded by Mr. Glenn Kemp of the California Division of Highways. In 1983, the Asphalt Institute withdrew its direct participation of furnishing a Secretary. Subsequently, J. F. Pearring Inc., acting as a private party and asphalt technologist, served as the Secretary, reimbursed for partial administrative costs, until 1998, at which time Mr Robert Staugaard, long-time member of the PCCAS, assumed the duties of Secretary

Initially three (3) reasons were given for the establishment of the Pacific Coast Conference:
1. Reduction in the grades of asphalt being used at that time. 

2. Uniformity of asphalt specifications in the Pacific Coast States. 

3. Any subject of mutual interest to the Users and Producers. 

Today. the Conference is a much needed vehicle by which both Users and Producers can talk to each other on specification matters involving asphalt technology.

The Conference includes membership of technical representatives from:
· Leading governmental asphalt user agencies in the Pacific Coast States. 

· Asphalt producers marketing within the area of the states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon and Washington. 


Leading governmental asphalt user agencies presently include federal, state, county and city agencies actively involved in asphalt technology, and are usually represented by Materials Engineers or those specifically involved with asphalt responsibilities of each agency. A Conference Co-chair is selected by this group to represent them on an Executive Committee, and to guide this group on input to each Conference Agenda.

Producers normally consist of technical representatives from each asphalt producer company, each additive or modifier producer company that is specifically involved with the combination of such materials with asphalt, and effective in 1994, technical representatives from those asphalt mixture producing contractors, all involved in marketing operations in the Pacific Coast States. A Conference Co-chair is selected by this group to represent them on an Executive Committee, and to guide this group on input to each Conference Agenda.

An Executive Committee, consisting of the Co-chair of the User and Producer groups, along with the Secretary of the Conference: establishes the necessary functions and activities to hold each Conference, including all physical Conference requirements; develops the Conference Agenda after input from both Users and Producers; appoints Working Committee Co-Chairs; establishes and carries out funding policies and procedures approved by the Conference; and conducts any other assignments given by formal action of the Conference. The Moderator of the Conference serves as an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee.

A Steering Committee, comprised of the two PCCAS Co-chairs, all Committee Co-chairs, the Conference Moderator, and the Conference Secretary, provides support to the Executive Committee and to the PCCSA at large.
Duties include:
· Provide assistance to Committee activities. 

· Provide coordination between Committee activities. 

· Provide a forum for review of activities and recommend adjustments as warranted. 

· Provide support for Committee Co-chairs. 

· Discuss progress of Committee activities. 

In addition to Conference participation, five (5) Working Committees have been established to carry out programs approved at each Conference. These working Committees are made up of members from both Users and Producers, on a voluntary basis, with an attempt for equal representation from both sides, as far as is practical. Working Committees are usually Co-chaired by representatives from the Users and the Producers, all appointed by the Steering Committee. Active Working Committees are as follows.
WORKING COMMITTEES

1. PAVING ASPHALT & MIXTURE COMMITTEE, addresses all necessary action to the development and continued practice of uniform specifications for paving grade asphalts among user agencies in the Pacific Coast States. Also addresses asphalt mix design and testing methods with a view towards uniform usage throughout the Pacific Coast States.  At each Conference, specific Charges are given to the Paving Asphalt and Mixture Committee for the expressed purpose of accomplishing each Charge, with direction to report back to the next scheduled Conference.

2. EMULSION COMMITTEE addresses all necessary action to the development and continued practice of uniform specifications for asphalt emulsions and their recommended usage throughout the Pacific Coast States. At each Conference, specific Charges are given to the Emulsion Committee for the expressed purpose of accomplishing each Charge with direction to report back to the next scheduled Conference.

3. RECYCLING COMMITTEE addresses all necessary action to accomplish the various Charges given at scheduled Conferences, in the matter of developing Specifications for Recycling Agents and all acceptable forms of recycling methods. Each Charge is accompanied by a direction to report back to the next scheduled Conference. 

4. The STANDING COMMITTEE of selected members from both Users and Producers serve as a Task Force to provide early assistance to review problems associated with asphalt pavement construction and field performance. Specific direction to the Standing Committee is given by the Conference through the Steering Committee.


CONFERENCE DECISIONS AND RESOLUTIONS

Any or all decisions made at each Conference pertaining to the adoption of a product specification are made separately by the User Agencies and the Producing Companies present at that Conference. 

Typically, the Users will take action to adopt a certain specification, and the Producers will follow, on their own, to recognize that action, and to commit to producing the asphalt material contained in the Users action.

At the conclusion of each Conference, the following typical resolution is passed by the User Agency representatives in attendance:

Whereas, government agencies use asphalt materials in construction and maintenance of pavements for transportation facilities; and
Whereas, the quality, durability, and uniformity of asphalts as well as their continued supply are in the interests of everyone; and
Whereas, the present state-of-the-art is insufficient to permit comprehensive development of completely informative and meaningful specifications or effective control procedures; and
Whereas, financial and environmental constraints require the controlled development of technology for the production and use of asphalt materials; and
Whereas, it is evident that the combined understanding, knowledge, efforts, and tolerant viewpoints of both Producers and Users are needed to solve the problems; Now be it
Resolved that the asphalt Users here present express sincere appreciation for the continuing efforts of the Producers of asphalt for their initiation of, and involvement in, the many Pacific Coast Conferences on Asphalt Specifications, the latest being this Conference, held at the specified location and date, and strongly urge that such Conferences be continued, it being the firm consensus that such Conferences are in the public interest.

The Producer Representatives assembled at each Conference usually respond with an expression of appreciation to the User Agency Representatives for their initiation and continuing involvement in the Conference.
FUNDING, ASSESSMENTS AND TRAVEL GRANTS

Each member agency, User and Producer alike, is assessed a membership or pre-registration fee to support the financial obligations of each Conference. An annual invoice, consisting of an amount established by the Executive Committee is forwarded by the Secretary to each qualifying User and Producer representative. All moneys are forwarded directly to the Secretary of the Conference and deposited into a special bank account that allows for interest to be applied to deposited funds, and permits the Conference to request exemptions as per federal or local taxation statutes on the moneys collected.

Current paid up Users and Producers are permitted to vote on Conference matters with one vote being reserved for each entity.

Financial statements and operating budgets are distributed to the Executive Committee from time to time by the Secretary, in order to assist the Executive Committee in its deliberations to make acceptable assessments.

To supplement some funding obligations, a one - time Registration Fee is imposed on non-member individuals who wish to attend each Conference. This action was introduced to restrain overcrowded attendance at each Conference by those Visitors who do not necessarily contribute to Conference activities, but rather wish to attend in order to acquire information for their own specific use. Visitors are not permitted to vote on Conference matters.

In order to assist representatives from User agencies to actively participate in the workings of the Conference on a continuing basis, especially to participate in the Working Committees, a Travel Grant procedure has been established. A Travel Grant is made available to those representatives from User agencies that have budget constraints or travel restrictions that would preclude them from attending the Working Committee sessions. Travel Grants are not available to Producer representatives.

	ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Many hours of cooperative deliberations have transpired since the First Conference, with numerous accomplishments recorded in the transcribed Minutes. A brief summary of past Conference accomplishments are included as follows:




	Conference

	Date
	Action

	First
	January 25-27, 1956
	Move toward uniformity of specifications on Pacific Coast

	Second
	1957
	Adoption of uniform specs penetration graded  (five grades)

	Fourth
	May 10-11, 1961
	Adoption of "new" liquid grades, 70, 250, 800, 3000

	Seventh
	May 10-11, 1967
	RTFOT adopted as alternative to TFOT

	Eight
	May 14-15, 1969
	Adoption of current nomenclature for asphalt emulsions

	Ninth
	May 5-6, 1971
	Adoption of specifications for asphalt emulsions

	Tenth
	May 23-24, 1973
	Adoption of AR grades (effective January 1, 1974)

	Eleventh
	May 23-24, 1973
	Formation of committee to establish alternatives to liquid asphalts

	Twelfth
	May 21-22, 1974
	Alternatives to liquid asphalts (interim guide)

	Sixteenth
	May 15-16, 1979
	Adoption (tentative) of specifications for quick set emulsions 

Adoption (tentative) of specs for recycling agents for hot mix operations
Program initiated to define specs for cold mix and surface recycling additives

	Seventeenth
	May 19-20, 1981
	Suggested specs for cold mix recycling agents 

Design technique to minimize low temperature cracking presented for use by participating agencies

	Eighteenth
	May 17-18, 1983
	Pay-as-you-go established for future Conferences

	Nineteenth
	May 14-15, 1985
	Suggested usable quick set emulsion specs be developed 

Spec limits for cold emulsified agents for cold mix recycling

	Twentieth
	May 12-13, 1987
	Charged Paving Asphalt Committee to develop specs for modified asphalt 

Charged Emulsion Comm. to identify performance of conventional emulsion systems as compared to modified systems, and develop functional limiting values for modified emulsions

	Twenty First
	May 16-17, 1989
	Charged the Paving Asphalt Comm. to compare AASHTO M226 Tables 2&3 for possible development of a core specification with special provisions for climate extremes 

Adopted a Tentative Spec for Quick Set Emulsified Asphalt
Adopted a Tentative Spec for Partial Depth Cold In-Place Recycling

	Twenty Second
	May 30, 1990
	Paving Asphalt Committee introduced Performance Based Asphalt (PBA) Grades to be considered to uniform specification

	Twenty Third
	May 28-29, 1991
	Adopted a PBA Evaluation Process including Tasks of Retrospective Analysis, SHRP Test Method Evaluation and Validation, and Definition of Environmental Guidelines

	Twenty Fourth
	May 26-27, 1992
	Generate PBA Specs in coordination with SHRP 

Encourage FHWA to organize to actively coordinate the validation and implementation of completed SHRP Research

	Twenty Fifth
	May 25-26, 1993
	Began Validation of SHRP PG Spec using Conference Performance Data 

Established formal contact with FHWA Technical Working Group and increased effort to validate and implement SHRP Binder Research
Revised PBA Evaluation Process to include SHRP PG Specification
Encouraged Users to construct pavements containing Crumb Rubber Asphalt so that both Users and Producers can test the properties of asphalt rubber binders

	Twenty Sixth
	May 24-25, 1994
	Adopted the PBA Grading System revised for Evaluation or Optional Use 

Adopted the PBA/PG Evaluation Plan to be used in evaluating SHRP Research & Specifications
Formed a Working Comm. on Asphalt Mixtures to act as liaison between Conference and other contributors regarding SUPERPAVE™

	Twenty Seventh
	May 23-24, 1995
	Encourage Trial Use of PG Graded Binders on field projects to develop Validation Data 

Interact with FHWA, other User-Producer Groups and Superpave Regional Centers regarding SHRP Technology relating to Mix Design and Evaluation

	Twenty Eighth
	May 21-22, 1996
	So far, implementation is difficult. Many questions concerning median temperature, fatigue and rutting need to be addressed and answered

	Twenty Ninth
	May 13-14, 1997
	For future developments Asphalt Mix Committee will meet jointly with Binder Committee

	Thirtieth
	May 12-13, 1998
	Conference adopts Standard Practice for Asphalt Suppliers that Certify Performance Graded (PG) Asphalts for use by Conference Members

	Thirty First
	May 16-17, 2000
	Adoption of PG graded asphalt for optional use by Conference Members 

Improved organizational structure of PCCAS


